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SUBJECT: SIKHIKHANE PESSIMISTIC ABOUT PROSPECTS FOR CHANGE 
REF: A) JOHANNESBURG 0675; B) JOHANNESBURG A- 16 

1 . SUMMARY: URBAN TRAINING PROJECT DIRECTOR SIKHIKHANE IS 
CONCERNED THAT IN VIEW OF THE PERSISTENCE OF ATTITUDES UN- 
FAVORABLE TO BLACK TRADE UNIONS, THE PROSPECTS FOR MENAINGFUL 
CHANGE IN LABOR RELATIONS IN SOUTH AFRICA ARE NOT GOOD. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. HEADLINE STORY IN MARCH 16 EXTRA EDITION OF RAND DAILY MAIL 
DEALS WITH REFUSAL OF DEPARTMENT OF LABOR OFFICIALS IN 
PRETORIA TO ACT ON ALLEGATIONS OF VICTIMIZATION OF BLACK 
WORKERS LODGED BY BLACK TRADE UNION OFFICALS BECAUSE IT 
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IS "OFFICIAL POLICY" NOT TO DEAL WITH BLACK UNIONS. LEONARD 
"SKAKES" SIKHIKHANE, DIRECTOR OF THE URBAN TRAINING PROJECT 
AND GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE BUILDING CONSTRUCTION AND ALLIED 
WORKERS UNIONS. IS QUOTED AS SAYING THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR'S 
ATTITUDE HAS MADE HIM LOSE HOPE FOR MEANINGFUL CHANGE IN LABOR 
RELATIONS IN SOUTH AFRICA. " UNDER THE PRESENT DISPENSATIONS, 
BLACK UNIONS JUST DO NOT STAND A CHANCE." 
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3. SIKHIKHANE AND FRANK MOHLALA, NATIONAL ORGANIZER OF BCAWU, 
TURNED TO THE RAND DAILY MAIL AFTER DOL OFFICIALS REFUSED LAST 
WEEK TO DISCUSS A CASE INVOLVING UNION MEMBERS WHO WERE 
DEMOTED FOLLOWING ATTEMPTS TO SET UP A WORKS COMMITTEE AND A 
STRIKE LAST JANUARY AT A 

PRETORIA BRICKWORKS. MANAGEMENT OF THE COMPANY, WHICH IS 
REGARDED IN TRADE CIRCLES AS VERKRAMPT AND INCLINED TOWARD 
THE RIGHT-WING HERSTIGE NATIONAL PARTY, ALSO WOULD NOT TALK 
WITH BCAWU OFFICIALS. A LETTER TO THE DOL HAS REMAINED UN- 
ANSWERED SINCE JANUARY. 

4. SIKHIKHANE SAID "HOW CAN THE WIEHAHN COMMISSION OF INQUIRY 
INTO LABOR LAW GET AROUND THIS TYPE OF ATTITUDE WHICH REFLECTS 
THE POLICY OF THE GOVERNMENT?" HE ADDED, "THEY CAN'T IGNORE 
OUR EXISTENCE. EVEN IF THEY DON'T WANT TO DEAL WITH THE UNION, 

THEY SHOULD INVESTIGATE THE ALLEGED INFRINGEMENTS." 

5. COMMENT: RELIANCE ON THE PRESS IS ONE OF THE FEW MEANS OPEN 
TO BLACK TRADE UNION LEADERS IN SUCH CASES WHERE MANAGEMENT 
AND THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR CHOOSE TO IGNORE THEM. IT IS 
THEORETICALLY POSSIBLE TO RESORT TO THE CIVIL COURTS, BUT THE 
PROSPECTS FOR SUCCESS ARE NOT GOOD (JOHANNESBURG A- 16) AND THE 
PROCESS IS EXPENSIVE. UTP HAS ALREADY HAD TO PAY 3,000 RAND IN 
BAIL FOR UNION MEMBERS WHO WERE ARRESTED DURING THE 
JANUARY STRIKE. WHILA THERE IS GROWING RECOGNITION AMONG 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 JOHANN 00691 170156Z 

RESPONSIBLE WHITE TRADE UNIONS SUCH AS THE RAILWAY ARTISAM 
STAFF ASSOCIATION THAT ALL WORKERS SHOULD HAVE THE RIGHT TO 
BELONG TO REGISTERED TRADE UNIONS, THE ATTITUDE OF THE GOVERNING 
NATIONAL PARTY TOWARD MORE INTRANSIGENT PRESSURES FROM BUSINESS, 
LABOR AND POLITICAL SOURCES WILL BE IMPORTANT IN DETERMINING 
WHETHER WIEHAHN'S COMMISSION IS, IN FACT, ABLE TO BRING ABOUT 
MEANINGFUL CHANGE IN SOUTH AFRICA'S SYSTEM OF INDUSTRIAL 
RELATIONS. 

GOLINO 
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